EXHIBIT B 



c 



wojy 59 359226 PA C. . 19/25 



X yi. A process for the realisation of painted and/or 
variously decorated artefacts, from metal Materials, 
ceramic materials, wood, plastics, uti/ising the 
technique of the transfer of monochrome or polychrome 
patterns or figures reproduced on a tra/sfer support 
by means of the combined action of/ pressure and 
temperature, comprises the following stteps: 
- performing the wrapping up or tighZcovering of the 
artefact to be decorated, with a /sublimable colour 
transfer support, having the drm of a sheet 
comprising . supporting bas/ from 
thermoformable pl astic ^ ^ 

decoration to be transferred 1 the artefact to be 
decorated being carried on said/support base; 

creating a vacuum between /said artefact and said 
support, through a work bene/ onto which said artefact 
i- Placed, so as t0 cau3 7 the transfer gupport ^ 

uniformly adhere to the su/face of the artefact to be 

decorated; 

- submitting the so treated artefact to a heating 
action at temperatures /of 200-230*C, for a time of 
from about 30 seconds/to 30 minutes, to perform the 
transfer and the polarisation of the final colours 
from the transfer support to the artefact; 



1 1! 



r ji 

s 

k 

11 

f! 



i i; 

is 



II 



WU39 59 359226 PAG. . 20/25 



- removing, after cooling, said exhausted supporting 
base from the decorated surface of the artefact. 
13 • A process for the realisation of paZted and/or 
variously decorated artefacts, from metal materials, 
ceramic materials, wood, plastics, /tiling the 
technique of the transfer of monochrom/ or polychrome 
patterns or figures reproduced on a transfer support, 
by means of the combined action L pressure J, 
temperature, comprises the following/steps: 
- performing the wrapping up or t Jht-covering of the 
artefact to be decorated, with L sublimable colour 
transfer support, having the firm of a bag, or a 
stocking, or an envelope , compr/sing a supporting base 
from gas-tight thermoformable/ plastic material, the 
Pattern or decoration to L transferred to the 
artefact to be decorated/being carried on said 
supporting base; 

"eating a vacuum between said artefact and said 

support, through an open y4nd of said support, so as to j'J 

cause the transfer support to uniformly adhere to the [f 

surface of the artefact/to be decorated; f| 

- submitting the so/treated artefact to a heating $ 

action at temperatm/es of 200-230'C, for a time of H 

from about 30 seconds to 30 minutes, to perform the ff 
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transfer and the polymerisation of the final/colours 
from the transfer support to the artefact; 

removing, after cooling, said exhausted Supporting 
base from the decorated surface of the artefact. 
14 • The process according to claim 12 »/ wherein 
said artefact to be decorated is firstly/ submitted to 
operations of preparation of the surfaces, such as 
cleaning, degreasing and/or electrolytic/ conversion. 
15. The process according to claim .12, wherein 
said artefact to be decorated is submitted to one or 
more preliminary painting cycles, realisable with the 
use of liquid or powder paints, ko avoid diffusion 
Phenomena with the colours of th4 transfer support, 
before the decoration step. 

16. The process according to Limu, wherein said 
artefact to be decorated is submitted to one or more 
preliminary painting cycles, /realisable with the use 
of liquid or powder paints, to avoid diffusion 
Phenomena with the colour*/ of the transfer support, 
before the decoration step/ 

17 • The process accordi/g to claim 12, wherein 
said exhausted support/ng base is removed from the 
decorated surface of /he artefact after the handling 
and/or installation of the decorated artefact. 



18. The process to claim 12, Bhsrein 

supporting baae \^ gas . tight thernofonnable 
^ Plastic materia! is co^e^ed by polyv inyl alcohol . 
19- The process according to claia 12. /wherein 
said artefact wrapped up or covered with said 
sublimable colour transfer aupport adhering/by erfect 
of the vacuum to the surface to be de/oratad, ia 
submitted to a first intermediate heatin/acticn at a 
temperature at which the theimoforming/occura, i e 
the deformation and perfect and uniform adhesion of 
the transfer support to the surface of/the artefact. 



The process according to eW 1 2 , Mhereln 3ai(j 
transfer support has the form of / sheet to be laid 
down on the surface to be decorate/of eaid artefact. 
21 • The process according to c/aim I3,„ her ei„ said 
transfer support has the form J a first sheet placed 
above the artefact and a s.co/ sheet placed under the 
artefact. 



22. An 



apparatus for decorating artefacts, 
comprising: 

- a work bench whereon an artefact to be decorated 
rests and on which bench eaid artefact is prepared by 
tight-closing it i„ the transfer support having the 
shape of a sheet or a strip and carrying thereon a 
sublimabie decoration for said artefact; 



- a device to create a vacuum between said transfer 
"PPort .„„ said artefact , so that said transfer 
support adheres and exercises a pressure on said 
artefact; 

heating means located above aaid work bench 
associated to ventilation and air circulation,' 
positioned in a hood. 

23 • The apparatus according to claim 22, wherein said 
transfer support has the shape of one sheet laid down 
on the surface of said artefact to be decorated. 

An apparatus for decorating artefacts, 
comprising: 

a work bench whereon an artefact to be decorated 
rests and on which bench said artefact is prepared by 
tight-closing it in the transfer support having the 
shape of a bag, or a stocking, or an envelope and 
carrying thereon a sublimable decoration for said 
artefact; 

" a device to create a vacuum between said transfer 
support and said artefact, through an open end of said 
transfer support, so that said transfer support 

adheres and exercises a pressure on said artefact- 
heating means located above said work bench, 

associated to ventilation and air circulation! 

positioned in a hood. 
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The apparatus according to ' claim 24 , wherein said 
bag, or stocking, or envelope, comprises a first sheet 
Placed above said artefact and a second sheet placed 
under the artefact between which said artefact is 
included. 

The apparatus according to claim 22, - 

wherein said transfer support comprises a 
supporting base from gas-tight thermoformable plastic 
material. 

27. The apparatus according to claim 26, wherein said 
supporting base from gas-tight thermoformable plastic 
material is constituted by polyvinyl alcohol. 

28. The apparatus according to claim 22, 
wherein said artefact to be decorated is firstly 
submitted to operations of preparation of the 
surfaces, such as cleaning, degreasihg, chemical or 
electrolytic conversion. 

29 • The apparatus according to claim 22, 
wherein said artefact to be decorated is submitted to 
one or more preliminary painting cycles, realisable 
with the use of liquid or powder paints, to avoid 
diffusion phenomena with the colours of the transfer 
support, before the decoration step.— 



